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Safeguarding Courses (Child Protection)

Safeguarding Courses (Child Protection)
Safeguarding 1: 17 Courses have been completed with a total attendance for
2018 of 272 participants.
Safeguarding 2: 3 Courses have been completed with a total attendance of 40
participants.
Theme 1
Empowering Communities
Goal:
To empower communities to increase sustainable and inclusive
participation in lifetime physical activities

Sports Leadership
We have completed our Sports Leadership with Secondary Schools over the past few
weeks, over 150 students have accessed the programmes we run with great results.

Schools Involved are CBS New Ross, Collaiste abain, Kennedy College, And Selskar
College who have completed their Sports leader Level 2, the first qualification with have run
at this level.
Our Tutor Alan at the awards ceremony in Selskar College.

Pfizer Healthy Town
We attended the Pfizer healthy town meeting at the Borough Council on Tuesday 17th. We
were updated on the plans for September onwards and given information regarding the town
map and upcoming events. The Wexford Town Healthy Town Facebook page is gathering
information for the town map. The illustrated map will showcase a sample of the wealth of
health and wellbeing-related services that are available in Wexford Town. Upcoming
events as part of the programme will include Walking Leader Training organised by the Irish
heart foundation, schools programmes such as YPATH, schools healthy eating awards with
Catherine Fulvio, Action for life, Bizzy Breaks training, workshops on mental health with Dr.
Harry Barry, a cyber-bullying workshop and a running workshop with Mary Jennings. Sport
Active was asked to advertise the Healthy Town Facebook page and encourage clubs and
individuals in the county to provide information for the town map.

Parkrun –Wexford
On Saturday 7th July Sports Active participated in the Johnstown parkrun held at Wexford
racecourse. Parkrun is a 5Km timed run that takes place every Saturday morning at
9.30am.. A great crowd took part with a mix of runners, walkers, first timers and regulars. It
was nice to see PB’s being recorded on the morning. The event was finished off with
tea/coffee and biscuits in the Jockey’s room.

Number of Participants: 89
Number of Volunteers: 13

Community Coaching Programme.
We have now partnered with the ETB Learning Training Initiative in Courtown Riverchapel to
work with their Level 4 Group.
There are 16 participants in the group and they now have embarked on Safeguarding
courses and Foundation level with the GAA. This programme will we hope ling a local
training programme with a number of programmes to be rolled out in the Riverchapel
community Complex

Go for Life Games

The Go for Life Games were held in Dublin on
the 9 of June and 9 older adults represented Wexford at these
games. The 9 participants volunteered from a group of 20 older adults who have
been attending Go for Life Games in Oylgate every Monday since April
.
th

Active Retirement Health and Wellbeing Festival
Sports Active Wexford had a stand showcasing the active
retirement, go for life and men’s sheds programmes that we
deliver in Whites Hotel on the 6th of June at the Active
Retirement Health and Wellbeing Festival.

Panel of Tutors
Over the past two months SAW have advertised and met with tutors and coaches from
around Wexford to form a panel of tutors and coaches from which we will be able to use for
different programmes around Wexford.

Equipment to schools
Dance mats have been to FCJ Bunclody and to Rathgarogue NS for Active school weeks.
Scooch equipment has been to St. Mary’s NS, Enniscorthy for their Active School Week.
Golf: A link has been made by Sports Active Wexford between St. Mary’s NS and the Pitch
and Put next door to them. St. Patricks Pitch and Put will do coaching with St. Mary’s NS
before the summer holidays as a trial with one class and will hope to extend this next year.
Playground Markings are now in St. Joseph’s NS Gorey and Oylegate NS. They will be
moving on to Tarahill NS and Ballymurn NS in the coming week. There are still 5 more
schools on the list for this year.

IPB Pride of Place Bunclody
We attended the IPB Pride of Place Competition 2018 Judging Panel Visit in Bunclody on
Thursday 26th of July. It was great to see the work done by Sports Active mentioned,
especially the Street Paddler Programme from 2017.

Fun in The Sun
We started our annual summer camps “Fun in the Sun” on Tuesday 7th of August and made
our way to 8 different locations around the County including Riverchapel, Curracloe Beach,
Enniscorthy Sports Hub, Duncannon Beach, Rosslare Recreation Centre, St.Mary’s GAA
Maudlintown, Bunclody GAA grounds and Pearse Park New Ross. We worked in
partnership with the Wexford GAA, FAI, Leinster Rugby, the Surf Shack Curracloe, Cricket
Leinster, Golf Ireland, Shielbaggan Outdoor Adventure Centre and Wexford Parks Tennis.
We had the help of the Local Training Initiative group from Courtown in Riverchapel.
We are pleased to have increased our numbers from 2017 and were supported throughout
by Wexford Local Development with their target groups attending in Bunclody, Riverchapel ,
Enniscorthy and New Ross.
Riverchapel
Curracloe
Enniscorthy
Duncannon
Rosslare
Wexford
Bunclody
New Ross

104
132
134
65
68
104
82
35

Total participants : 724

Girls : 349

Boys : 375

Most participants in 7-9 age group.
Least participants in 13-14 age group.
20 Non- National participants and key groups supported
from disadvantaged areas.

Theme 2

Enabling inclusion

Goal

To encourage and enable locally identified low-participation groups
Access opportunities for; meaningful participation in physical activity.
Launch of the Sports Wheelchairs 14th May

On Monday 14th of May Sports Active
Wexford launched their brand new
Sports Wheelchairs in Wexford County
Council Offices. These sports
wheelchairs were purchased with
Healthy Ireland Funding through
Wexford LCDC and Wexford CYPSC.
Sports Active Wexford co-ordinator
Fran Ronan spoke of the importance of
these wheelchairs for inclusive sport in
Wexford and Cllr Kathleen Codd Nolan
Chairperson of Wexford LCDC officially
launched the chairs. The chairs will be used to ensure all children and people with
disabilities will have more access to physical activity and sport in Wexford. These chairs will
be based in Astro Active Enniscorthy and used by the newly established Slaneyside Super
Stars which is a multisports club for children with a physical disability and will also be
available for use by Wexford County Council and Sports Active Wexford for additional
programmes/activities.
The launch was attended by Cathaoirleach Cllr John Hegarty, Director of Services John
Carley, Local County Councillors, Brendan Howlin TD, James Browne TD, Ger Mackey
Wexford LCDC Chief Officer, Sheila Barrett Wexford CYPSC Co-ordinator, Sports Active
Wexford Board Members, FAI and Leinster Rugby Development Officers, and The
Slaneyside Super Stars.

Wheelchair GAA Training
The Irish Wheelchair Association came down
to Wexford on Monday 18th of June to deliver
inclusive training to all the GAA Development
and coaching team. SAW is working closely
with Wexford GAA to ensure that GAA is
accessible to everyone in Wexford. The GAA
will also be delivering a Cúl Camp in Astro
Active in August for Children with a Physical
Disability in conjunction with The Slaneyside
Super Stars.

Healthy Woodlands
On the 1st of August we were part of the launch of the Healthy Woodlands Project in
association with Get Ireland Walking, which promotes positive mental health in Co.Wexford.
Tintern Abbey was the venue for the launch and it was a fantastic day, with a lot of lovely
people enjoying nature.
We have received a grant of €4000 from Get Ireland Walking
The programme will run every Wednesday for 12 weeks, covering a distance of 3km, to be
built up over the coming weeks on the Tintern Trails. Sports Active provides transport
through Local Link for people from Wexford Mental Health Association and all the main
towns in the county. There are 18 participants who are accompanied by two Occupational
Therapists. The walking leader role alternates between Pat Caulfield and Kate O’Brien.

Slaneyside Super Stars Summer Camp
We were lucky to be part of the Slaneyside Super Stars summer camp for children with
physical disabilities and their siblings/friends in Astro Active Enniscorthy on the 11th/ 12th of
July. There were 12 participants with a physical disability, of which two were new to the
group and 4 able-bodied participants. Activities were provided by Warrior Kids Yoga with
Sarah Dunlea, Joanne Wall from the Irish Wheelchair Association, Kinetic Fitness and
Sports Active Wexford. A great time was had by all the kids, and the parents/committee were
delighted with the success of the camp. All involved in the club are eagerly awaiting the next
camp on the 14th/15th of August which will be a Cúl Camp run by Wexford GAA.

Total participants: 16 (12 children with
physical disabilities and 4 able-bodied
children)

Traveller Pride
On the 7th of June SAW supported Wexford Local Development in an event in the Sports
Hub in Enniscorthy to celebrate Traveller Pride. At this event there were sports games for
children to participate in and also recognition and celebration for all the traveller women who
participated in the Dublin Women’s Mini Marathon on the 3rd of June.

Doras Community Picnic
On Monday 23rd Sports Active assisted at the Doras Community Picnic in JFK Park, New
Ross. The event was organised by Doras and Wexford County Council for Syrian refugees
based in County Wexford. Sports Active was delighted to be part of the event Sports Active
provided an activity area for young children and their mother’s and organised taster sessions
with Leinster Rugby, FAI, And Wexford GAA. It was nice to see children and adults from the
local community getting involved and mixing well with the refugees.
At the end of the day we were provided with a taste of some Syrian music and dance from
the males in the group.
It was great to see so many people trying new activities and we hope that this will lead to
some participants getting involved with clubs here in Wexford.

Total participants: 100 (80
from the refugee programme
and 20 Irish people)

Belvedere Youth Services Visit
On Tuesday 24th and Wednesday 25th we welcomed a group from Belvedere Youth
Services, Dublin to County Wexford. The group received funding from the task force in North
Inner City Dublin to undertake a two night residential in Blackwater, Co. Wexford. The group
have been taking part in the “Get Ireland Swimming” Initiative facilitated by Carol Finlay,
Participation Officer with Swim Ireland, since last September and before this none of the
group could swim.

Total participants: 22 (12 from
Belvedere Youth Services and 10 from
Co. Wexford)

On Tuesday the group headed for Bunclody Swimming Pool to
try a taster sessions of water polo. Belvedere had 12 participants and 10 children from the
local community joined in. Then, on Wednesday the group headed for Cahore Beach. The
older children took part in some pier diving and the younger children took part in some
boogie boarding, paddling and a bit of sandcastle building.

Men’s Sheds
On the 8th of May we were in John F. Kennedy Park and
Arboretum with the Men’s Sheds groups from around Wexford
for a walk and tour of the Arboretum with the extremely helpful
staff of the Park. Special thanks to Jerry, Kevin and Ken for
sharing their knowledge and expertise specifically around the area of trees and nature.
Going forward the Men’s sheds hope to be able to make some resources for the park.
We have also hosted a second Scooch Blitz for the Men’s Sheds with 22 Men turning up
and enjoying the competition. Following this event we spoke to all the men about what they
would like to do going forward and they would like more Blitz’s like this and maybe a
competition at the end of the year. We also agreed to hold an event during Men’s Mental
Health Week in June.

Communities Integration Fund 2018.
We have been granted €5000 from this fund to support physical activities for the Integration
programme.

Men’s Health Week
SAW linked in with Irish Men’s Sheds Association to host a National Men’s Health
event in Astro Active Enniscorthy. On the day there was a speaker from Men’s
Sheds, from Diabetes Ireland and Get Ireland Walk. We also had a scooch
competition and an introduction to Walking Football. 50 men were present from
Men’s Sheds and also Syrian men’s groups from New Ross and Enniscorthy who
came with Wexford Local Development with an aim to join the Men’s Shed groups in
their area.

Theme 3

Supporting sport

Goal: To support the key providers in the sport sector promote a sport for
all culture and increase participation in recreational sport.

Primary School Golf Programme
Sports Active Wexford met with Maria Dunne (Women & Girls Coordinator) from
Confederation of Golf in Ireland in January 2018 to discuss increasing the participation of
girls and young people in the game of Golf in Wexford. It was decided to run taster sessions
in schools in county Wexford. There was a massive interest in this programme with over fifty
schools sending back expression of interest forms.
Due to a limited number of staff and resources it was only possible to deliver 10 sessions of
this in Wexford this term and we will continue to link in with the Confederation of Golf in
Ireland to deliver this session to more schools on this list in the next year.
The following table shows a breakdown of all schools and students who participated in this
programme through March and April this year.
School Name:

Number of Students participated:

Our Lady of Fatima National school

52

Scoil Mhuire NS

57

Kilrane NS

58

Screen NS

154

Glenbrien NS

62

St Mary’s NS

66

St Iberius NS

54

Kiltealy NS

45

Castledockrell NS

32

Bunscoil Loreto Gorey NS

62

Overall in Wexford 10 Schools
were visited with 642 students
participating in the school
taster session. 340 girls and
302 boys took part.

World Orienteering Day
On Saturday 26th of May Sports Active supported World
Orienteering Day by supporting an orienteering event in
Pierce Park New Ross. This park has just recently been
mapped out for orienteering and this was launched on the
day with an orienteering challenge open to the public to
participate in. Shielbaggan OEC ran the event and set up
all the flags and maps for the day.

Parks Singles Finals
We attended the Parks Singles Tennis finals at Wexford Harbour Boat and Tennis club on
Friday 27th. There were representatives from all clubs in County Wexford. The finals ranged
in age from U10 – U16. There were some very tight games, in particular the Boys u16 final
which went down to the wire and was witnessed by a large crowd. The presentation of prizes
on the day was done by Deputy Mayor George Lawlor.

