
Environment Climate Action Team

Frank Burke  - Climate Action 
Coordinator

Clare Kelly – Climate Action Officer

Clinton Donovan – Community 
Climate Action Officer 

Climate Action & Mitigation



The Climate Action and Low Carbon Development 
Amendment Act 2021 prescribes that: 

14B (1) Each local authority shall prepare and make a plan
relating to a period of five years (… referred to as a ‘local 
authority climate action plan’) which shall specify the 
mitigation and the adaptation measures to be adopted by the 
local authority’

Climate Action Plan (CAP) – Statutory Requirement





The CAP will outline the pathway for Wexford County Council 
to :

• reduce  our Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GHG) by the 
required 51% by 2030 (compared to GHG emission levels 
from 2018 – baseline)

• set us on a path to reach net-zero emissions by no later than 
2050

The CAP plan will drive the adaptation and mitigation 
measures required at local level

CAP – what will it achieve?





• September 1st – Submit actions to Fehily Timoney for SEA/AA report

• September14th - Friday - Cllr deadline for submitting any actions or amendments

• Sept 14th – Thursday - SPC meeting

• October 9th – Present request for Draft LACAP to go for public consultation at Council Meeting

• October 10th – LACAP goes for Public Consultation (6 weeks and 1 day).  LACAP Plan and LACAP 
Stakeholder Report and LACAP SEA/AA Report uploaded to Online Submission Portal

• November 21st – Closing date for submissions

• November 20th to December 18th - 4 weeks – Submission Collation

• December 19th to December 30th - Develop Report on Submissions

• January 2nd , 2024 - Report on Submissions Complete

• January 2nd , 2024- Circulated to elected Members  - 6 weeks to review

• February 12th, 2024 - Adoption of Draft Climate Action Plan

• Feb 12th to March 11th, 2024 - Final Publication and Irish Translation

• Remaining Deadlines





Weather Risks





Wexford Co. Co. Share 
of Total Emissions in 
County Wexford = 0.3%

Total (2018) = 6.05 ktCO2eq



Wexford County Council SEU’s

2018 GHG emissions in ktCO2eq



What is a Decarbonisation Zone?

Spatial area identified by the local authority, in 
which a range of climate mitigation, adaptation, 
biodiversity measures and action owners are 
identified to address local low carbon energy, 
greenhouse gas emissions and climate needs and 
contribute to national climate action targets.







Climate Action Team Meetings

May – All Secondary Schools invited
Met and collated views of 8 schools

May  to August 2023
31 -  Internal/External stakeholder meetings
12 – Engagement meetings/events
11.5 Days of Training x 2 CAT staff members



A. Governance & Leadership

B. Built Environment & Transport

C. Natural Environment& Green Infrastructure

D. Communities, Resilience & Transition

E. Sustainability & Resource Management

•Thematic areas



County Action – 

DZ Action- 

•A - Governance & Leadership



County Action – 

DZ Action- 

B - Built Environment & Transport



County Action – 

DZ Action- 

C - Natural Environment& Green Infrastructure 



County Action – 

DZ Action- 

D - Communities, Resilience & Transition



County Action – 

DZ Action- 

E - Sustainability & Resource Management



Discussion on actions



Community Climate Action Programme Project Examples

Community/energy
o LED community lighting 
o Small community renewable 

energy projects (solar, hydro, 
wind)

o Retrofitting community buildings
o Community EV charging point(s)

Travel
o Cycle parking
o Improving access to cycle ways
o Safe or active travel routes to 

schools

Food and Waste
o Community composting facilities 
o Community gardens to promote local 

food production
o Allotments
o Food markets
o Community fridge

Shopping/Recycling
o Community repair hubs
o Swap shops
o Water filling stations 
o Single use plastics elimination in 

businesses/communities

Local Climate and Environmental Action
o Mini forests
o Forest schools
o Dispersed orchards
o Community gardens
o Roof gardens
o Pollinator projects
o Climate resilience projects



Advert going in the papers on Sept 6th and 13th
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